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One teacher uses a controlled reading group.

Each child in the group must have a copy of the short-listed book and each child is given one of these
specific roles:- Chairperson, Reporter, Vocabulary Expert, Artefact Maker and Character Analyser. These
Eroles pass round the group so that each child is given the opportunity to try each job.

iThe reading group reads a selected section of the book at home and prepares for their role. Then in class
:they collect together.

The Chairperson keeps the group focussed. He/She holds control of the group and no-one is allowed to
talk without the Chair's consent.

The Reporter gives a quick summary of the section read at home and sometimes predicts what might
happen next.

The Vocabulary Expert searches the section to look for specific words which peers may not understand
properly The specific aim of the expert is to challenge the vocabulary knowledge and understanding of
the others in the group.

iThe Artefact Maker produces a model, collage, something creative from the section read at home. This
will be something they think will help bring this part of the story alive. A small display of the artefacts
can be set up with the book at its centre.

El"he Character Analyser gives a summary of how the main character has been built up and how their
impression of the character has changed or been reinforced. Also they can discuss the characters'
lhoughts, feelings and interaction with others in the story. If appropriate, comparisons can be made to th
'chlldren s own lives.

'**Smce using this idea, the teacher reports that there has not been one day where the P7 group has not
;vrepared their reading which is a mark of success on its own. Also it is important to note that the teacher
adupts the roles according to the needs and abilities of the specific reading group and the individuals
-therem o
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