HOW KIRSTY JENKINS STOLE THE ELEPHANT

By Elen Caldecott

Kirsty adores the allotment her grandfather tends and, just before he dies, she promises him that she will look after it for him.  In spite of the fact that Mr Thomas from the council says it should go to the next person on the list, Kirsty is determined that she will keep her promise.

This book is a joy to read.  It is humorous and has great comic timing.  Although it deals with a death at the beginning of the book, it approaches the grieving process gently and with subtlety. The narrative deals with difficult subjects in a moving way, without being mawkish.

The relationships between the main protagonists develop beautifully and there are plenty of opportunities to discuss emotions throughout.

The writing is unfussy and the humour is warm, funny and moving.  Kirsty is a well written character who, with the support of her step-brother and sister,  becomes a real champion with a true understanding of adult sadness and a tremendous sense of right.  

