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Teacher’s Summary

Faced with a cold Saturday afternoon stuck at the Institute for Animal Research, Robbie is angry and frustrated at yet another weekend ruined by his father's job. Then a disturbing encounter in the animal house thrusts him into a perilous journey through the stunning but inhospitable landscape of a Highland winter.
This book is a fascinating tale with very real characters, and a recognizable setting. It follows Robbie and two wild cats on their journey of escape and self-discovery, while skillfully interweaving the topical theme of genetic engineering.
This book will afford opportunities to discuss many subjects: 

· the geography of the Scottish Highlands, and the different techniques Robbie and the cats use to survive their journey
· animal experimentation - when is it necessary and when not

· genetic engineering – and its moral and religious implications

· keeping secrets – Robbie’s father keeps the circumstances of his birth a secret in order to protect him, is this justified?

· alternate lifestyles – how Calum who outwardly is a frightening character, turns out to be ‘the good Samaritan’   

I think this book can be read by the children simply as an exciting adventure story, or can be explored further with the help of their teacher.

