Heart of Hawick Children's Book Award

'The Underneath'
by Kathi Appelt

As you read the book, try to find the answers to the following questions:

1. What woke the calico cat at the start of Chapter 4?  

2. Which American city does 'the boy' come from? (Chapter 6)

3. Name two of the animals that the Alligator King likes to eat? (Chapter 11)

4. Who are Ranger's family? (Chapter 18)

5. Sabine pretends to be other 'big cats' when playing, can you name two from the story, and come up with 2 more 'big cats' of your own? (Chapter 23)

6. What do the trees know about the hummingbird? (Chapter 36)

7. Night Song thinks of 'those magical selkies' when watching Hawk Man, what is a selkie?  (Chapter 44 - you might need a dictionary for this one)

8. In Chapter 56 the Alligator King reminds Grandmother Moccasin that the consequences of her plans are 'dire' - what are the consequences of her plan?   

9. At the end of Chapter 69, what clue does the girl find as to the whereabouts of her mother?

10. Puck watches some animals that gives him an idea of how to cross the creek - which animals?   (Chapter 83)

Now read to the end of the story and enjoy!


Answers

1	The baying of a nearby hound - a bluesy song.

2	Houston, Texas

3	Marsh rabbits, squirrels, beavers, mink, deer, peccary, fox.

4	One old hound (Ranger)
	one calico cat
	two kittens (Puck and Sabine)

5	In the book, mountain lion, snow leopard, Siberian tiger.
	Your own, could be one of many!   For example, cougar, puma,
	jaguar, panther, lynx, cheetah ...

6	"They know that the hummingbird can fly between the land of the living and the land of the dead, that she has been known to accompany the spirits to the other side, hover there awhile until they are settled, but then she can return to the side of the quick."

7	Selkies (also known as silkies or selchies) are creatures found in Faroese, Icelandic, Irish, and Scottish mythology.   They can transform themselves from seals to humans. The legend apparently originated on the Orkney and Shetland Islands, where selch or selk(ie) is the Scots word for seal (from Old English seolh.)   				(courtesy of wikipedia)

8	That if Night Song returned to her serpent shape, she would never be able to don her human skin again.

9	Her mother's footprints in the soft mud by the creek.

10	Turtles.




