ALEX AND THE WIGPOWDER TREASURE     Adrienne Kress

TEACHER  SUMMARY

When Alex Morningside’s teacher, Mr.Underwood (heir to the fabled ‘Wigpowder Treasure’), is kidnapped by pirates, she finds herself setting out on a rescue mission more adventurous and surprising than she could ever have imagined.  
Alex’s journey takes her through a landscape which young readers will find both fantastical and amusingly familiar – the film set of ‘The Emperor and the Necklace’, the seaside city of Portcullis and a real ‘Treasure Island’. 
The author’s quirky and original use of language not only entertains, but provides many points to ponder throughout the narrative. In the course of her adventures, Alex experiences  loss and heartache as well as great excitement and hilarity. 
Adrienne Kress successfully highlights the moral questions these experiences raise for her young heroine in a way which is accessible to young readers without being condescending. Alex learns something from each of the larger than life characters she meets – from the tenacious old ladies of the ‘Daughters of the Founding Fathers Preservation Society’ to the Extremely Ginormous Octopus and, finally, Captain Steele – the most notorious pirate of them all. She  is forced to draw upon these lessons as the plot reaches its’ dramatic and unexpected conclusion  – and she learns who her real friends are. 
In true ‘adventure-story’ style, while some of the less savoury characters get their ‘come-uppance’, Alex and her friends live happily ever after in the end. A cleverly-written, imaginative and entertaining romp!

