THE GREAT HAMSTER MASSACRE
by Katie Davies

Teachers’ Summary
Anna is a nine year old girl who has been asked at school to do a report on what she did in the summer holidays.

In this story Anna gives an account of how she and her younger brother Tom persuaded her Mother, (at a weak moment) to let them have a hamster.  Thereafter a mystery unfolds that needs to be solved.  One day Anna wakes up to find destruction in the hamster cage!
This story shows a real insight onto how children of this age think.  The main character uses a dictionary to look up definitions of things she doesn’t understand, giving her literal, but not always helpful, answers to her curiosities.   The family dynamics in this story are interesting too, with the mother and father having very busy lives with modern day stresses, which many children will be able to identify with.
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

· Explore dictionary definitions: word pronunciation, noun/verb/adjective
· Explore word meanings:  looking at how context can influence meaning

· Personal writing about their own pets
· Listening and talking about loss –both animals/pets, family members

· Listening and talking about roles and responsibilities in looking after a pet

· Citizenship:   discuss living beside and communicating with neighbours

· ICT: Using the internet and books to classify pets and their native origin

· Narrative writing:  Look at how the author captures interest in the story by holding the reader in suspense
· Narrative writing: using the structure of a police investigation
·  Drama:  role play police investigators at scene of a crime
· Display:  A Crime Scene Investigation Board, displaying details of suspects, motives etc  

· A real Hamster in class?
A humorous tale, that shows everyone who reads it, how it feels to be nine years old.
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QUIZ

As you read the book, try to find the answers to the following questions:
1.  What were the two definitions of ‘Massacre’ that Anna looked up in her dictionary?  (p10)

...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
2. Where does Anna keep the story of the Hamster Massacre?  (p11)
...............................................................................................................................
3. What kind of code do Anna and Suzanne use?  (p14)
...............................................................................................................................
4. What does the new cat hunt?  (p19)

...............................................................................................................................
5. How many types of hairless dogs did Anna, Tom and Suzanne find listed on the computer?  (p28)

...............................................................................................................................
6. Describe what happened to Geoff the hamster?  (p36 & 37)

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
7. What was it that Bernard the hamster gnawed on?  (p44)

...............................................................................................................................
8. How many hamsters did Nanna say she would allow if she was in charge?  (p54)

...............................................................................................................................
9. Why do you think Mum decided to buy the hamsters for the children the day after Nanna’s funeral?  (p70)
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
10.  How does Mr Tucker describe Russians? (p78)

...............................................................................................................................
11.  The bin man said, “I’m not psychic.”  What does he mean by this?  (p99)

...............................................................................................................................
12.  Why does Anna wear gardening gloves when handling the hamsters?  (p109)  ...............................................................................................................................
13.  How many baby hamsters were born?  (p113)

...............................................................................................................................
14.  Why did the children decide to ask Mrs Rotherham for help with their investigation? (p137)

...............................................................................................................................
15.  How many suspects were on the list?  (p148)

...............................................................................................................................
16.  Why did Anna think Number One should not be interviewed?  (p168)

...............................................................................................................................
17.  Why do you think Mrs Rotherham winked at the children?  (p172)

...............................................................................................................................
18.  Which items did the children give Mrs Rotherham back at the end of the investigation?  (p174)
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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QUIZ ANSWERS
1.  The two definitions are:  a general slaughter of persons or animals, and, a bad   defeat, especially in sport.

2. Anna keeps the story of the Hamster Massacre in the shed.

3. Anna and Suzanne use a knocking code.

4. The new cat hunts birds, mice and Joe-down-the-road’s new rabbit.

5. Anna, Tom and Suzanne found five types of hairless dogs listed on the computer.

6. Geoff ended up in the sliding doors of Shirley’s extension.

7. Bernard gnawed on a very beautiful, very green, very expensive cashmere coat.

8. Nanna said she would allow ten hamsters if she was in charge.

9. Own words – perhaps Mum wanted to cheer the children up?

10.  Mr Tucker describes Russians as “Slippery.  Very slippery.”

11.  The bin man meant that he did not know the bike wasn’t to go out with the      rubbish.
12.   Anna wears gardening gloves when handling the hamsters because they bite. 

13.  There were eight baby hamsters born.
14.  The children asked Mrs Rotherham for help with the investigation because she used to be in the police.

15.  There were eight suspects on the list altogether.

16.  Anna thought Number One should not be interviewed because she was too sick.

17.  Own words – perhaps to show the children she was on their side?
18.  The children gave Mrs Rotherham back the magnifying glass, dictaphone and the police badge.
