WOODENFACE by Gus Grenfell
In 17th century northern England, Meg is a Maker, unwittingly instilling life into the wooden dolls she carves. She loves carving and her 3 little wooden toy figures take on a life of their own.

Meg has never thought twice about her abilities, but the villagers are suspicious. Accused of witchcraft by a local yeoman farmer, she flees from her home to the town of Halifax, only to find her father in jail, wrongly accused of theft and facing death by the gibbet.  She meets up with some travelling puppeteers who help her to hide and to devise a plan to foil her father’s execution.
Desperate to save him, she must first learn what being a Maker really means, and use her powers to confront the demons that stalk her.

The book flags up the issues of suspicion and prejudice, as well as use of magic powers and witchcraft.  The book contains a considerable amount of historical detail, and the main character demonstrates an independent attitude.
